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Olson Middle School Vision and Mission Statements: 

Vision: We envision Olson as a model school with transformative power for our students’ 
futures.  

Mission: We will ensure our students discover and maximize their brilliance as scholars and 
members of our global community. 

  

 I. A philosophy of assessment that supports student learning   

The mission of Olson Middle School is to transform our students’ lives. Assessment and a 
growth mindset play vital roles in that process. Since the primary purpose of assessment in the 
MYP is to support and encourage student learning through the analysis of student performance, 
we ensure that assessment, formative and summative, at Olson Middle School is student 
centered. This means we begin with what our students and their families know and we build 
from there. We give students multiple opportunities to demonstrate what they know and can do, 
and they use self-assessment to help them determine their own progress. Continuous formative 
assessment informs teacher decision-making about student learning which means teachers and 
students together shape and direct teaching and learning in the classroom. Summative assessment 
must be authentic as it also supports student learning and is used to determine achievement levels 
of students.  
 
II.  Common practices in using the MYP assessment criteria and determining achievement 
levels  
 
Students demonstrate their academic performance at Olson Middle School by showing what they 
know and can do, by solving, formulating, evaluating, and doing. Olson asks students to apply 
their learning to different situations and in a variety of ways. Wherever students are in their 
learning, assessment at Olson allows students, families, and teachers to track their progress 
toward learning objectives. Students show learning through writing, speaking, creating, and 
performing. Assessment is a key component of teaching and learning. Both summative and 
formative assessments inform teaching and determine the level of student learning. There must 
be a balance between formative and summative assessment and this allows teachers to change 
instruction to meet the needs of learners and to evaluate student learning. Students and teachers 
must have opportunities to reflect on learning within the classroom to ensure that assessment is 
effective in promoting learning.  
 
Assessments vary, and are used for different purpose. At Olson Middle School, we believe that 
there are shared characteristics of high quality assessments. These characteristics require that:  
 

• assessment is ongoing; it does not happen just at the end of a particular unit of study.  



 

 

• teachers give students many opportunities to demonstrate their understanding. 
• assessments are differentiated and linguistically and culturally responsive for urban 

learners. 
• assessment results drive curriculum direction (modify, reteach, enrich).  
• assessments are both formative and summative.   
• assessments are based on a clear set of criteria.   
• teachers are given time to be able to provide timely feedback to students.  
• assessment results are easily understood by students and families.   
• assessment modifications are made when necessary.  

 

Other Common practices for Assessment and Curriculum  

• Assessments drive the curriculum and are aligned with the written and taught curriculum. 
• Curriculum and assessments are aligned vertically, building on prior knowledge and 

skills. Assessments are designed to align with course outcomes, Minnesota state 
standards, and  MYP objectives and criteria.   

• The IB MYP Global Contexts provide the context for unit design and influence unit 
 assessments.  Teachers write curriculum collaboratively using the MYP Unit Planner, 
assessments, and  rubrics.  Rubrics are clarified using student-friendly language.   

• Exemplars are made available to students.   
• Assessments allow students to reach the highest level of achievement in the rubric 

descriptor bands.   
• Modifications will be made for students with identified learning disabilities.  

  

III. Common Practices in Recording and Reporting Student Achievement  

Throughout a course, the goal is for teachers to assess each IB objective strand in their subject 
area at least twice and record the students’ achievement level in the Discovery online 
Gradebook.   
 
The MYP has established mandatory learning objectives and assessment criteria for students in 
6th  and 8th grade.  
 
●  Teachers in 7th grade will use the objectives and criteria from year 1 (6th grade) in the first 
semester of 7th grade and transition to the year 3 (8th grade) objectives and criteria during the 
second semester of 7th grade.   
 
●  These objectives and assessment criteria are specific, differentiated, and consistent with 
course content and the Minnesota State Standards.   
 
Descriptors for Achievement Levels:   



 

 

• Above Proficient: Excellent, exceptional, extended, mastered (MYP score: 7-8, District 
grade: A)  

• Proficient: Consistent, accurate (MYP score: 5-6, District grade: B)   
• Partially Proficient: Basic, simple, inconsistent (MYP score: 3-4, District grade: C)   
• Below Proficient: Developing, limited, partial (MYP score: 1-2, District grade: D)  
• Incomplete = Unacceptable, inaccurate, insufficient evidence (MYP score: 0, District 

grade: F)  
 
 The goal is for grades to be updated in the online gradebook at least every two weeks.   
 
Final course grades are reported to families on a quarterly basis as A, B, C, D, F, or I. A grade of 
“C” demonstrates proficiency in the standards of the course. “A” and “B” grades demonstrate 
deeper knowledge and extended application. “D” or “F” grades reflect performance that is below 
proficiency in course standards. An “I” is given when a student has not completed a summative 
assessment. The “I” will become an “F” after one quarter if it is not reconciled. 
 
Students should be given multiple opportunities to demonstrate their current understanding and 
mastery of standards. Meaningful corrective instruction and additional practice should be 
completed prior to reassessment. Recognizing that some students have special needs or 
significant learning difficulties, teachers and programs within Olson Middle School may modify 
and adapt learning objectives and criteria to  serve the needs of their students and program. 
Program teachers and teachers sharing these students may collaborate on an ongoing basis to 
modify and adapt objectives and assessment criteria for these students while maintaining 
consistency with MYP standards and practices. Especially in these areas, teachers should be 
mindful of opportunities to explicitly incorporate elements of the IB Learner Profile and the 
Approaches to Learning skills into instruction and assessment.  
  

IV. Implementation of Formative and Summative Assessment Consistent with IB 
Expectations 

Teachers at Olson use the MYP unit planning process to ensure that they have planned quality 
formative and summative assessments in each unit of study. This means that prior to teaching the 
unit, the teacher has already thought through the authentic summative unit assessment that will 
enable them to determine student achievement with regards to the MYP assessment criteria. In 
order to successfully guide students towards the summative assessment, teachers must next build 
a pathway of formative assessments that will develop the skills and knowledge each student must 
acquire.  

Teachers launch their unit with a survey of students’ prior knowledge, which the teacher then 
uses to construct needed learning activities and tasks. Each learning task thus becomes a 
formative assessment that the teacher can use to determine student progress. Teachers use a 
variety of formative assessments including informal methods such as “thumbs up, thumbs down” 
and exit sips, as well as formal methods such as a writing prompt, graphic organizer, or quiz. 
Teachers use this student feedback to adjust their instruction so that students continue to progress 



 

 

towards the summative assessment. 

V. An Explanation of the Relationship of MYP Assessment Principles and Practices with 
Required Systems for Grading and Required State and District Assessments: 
In addition to classroom unit assessments, Olson student participate in a range of required state 
and district-level assessments. These include the following: 
 

• The MCA (Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment) is a state-required exam for all 
students in grades 6-8 for Math, Reading, and Science.  Teachers use this data to identify 
students who are above, at, or below grade-level. The assessment takes place in April and 
May of each school year. 

• FASTBridge Assessment in Reading and Math: FAST Assessments measure progress 
toward grade level benchmarks in reading and math and is used as one of the metrics for 
the Minnesota state testing requirement. This assessment is used to identify students who 
may need academic interventions, and to differentiate instruction. These assessments are 
given twice a year, once in the fall and one in the winter. 

• ACCESS involves all students who are listed as English Language Learners. The purpose 
is to gauge growth in reading fluency, comprehension, writing, listening and speaking 
skills. This is a Minnesota state testing requirement. This assessment is given in the early 
spring. 

• MTAS is one of the tests used in federal school accountability measurements of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) that may be taken in place of the 
MCA. The MTAS measures student performance in math, reading and science for 
students with Individualized Educational Programs (IEPs). 

 
We view all of these assessments as an opportunity to engage our students in the conversation 
about their progress and growth. 
 

VI. Policy Development Process: 
• Fall, 2017: Ms. AvH drafts initial assessment policy. 
• 2/6/2018: Draft is presented to the ILT for feedback and revisions. 
• 2/22/2018: Draft is presented to the Site Council. 
• 2/28/2018: Draft is presented to the Staff. 
• October 2018 -- The final draft was reviewed by students, parents and staff in preparation 

for consultant review. 
• January, 2019 – The final draft was reviewed and approved by staff in preparation for IB 

MYP Authorization. 
 
VII. Resources: 

• Anwatin Middle School Assessment Policy: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B-
OqsWZ6RT6na1l6R2R0c3FqS1U  

• International Baccalaureate Organization. MYP: From principles into practice (2014).  
• Sanford Middle School Language Policy: http://sanford.mpls.k12.mn.us/myp_policies   

 


