
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Dear Olson Community, 

 
This past Sunday, in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, Minnesota’s Governor Tim Walz and 
Department of Education Commissioner Mary Cathryn Ricker announced the closure of all schools in the 

state of Minnesota. These closures must begin no later than March 18. Effective Tuesday, March 17, all 

Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS) will be closed so that teachers can prepare distance learning plans. 
MPS students are expected to return to instruction, in school or through a distance learning model, on 

April 6th.   However, this may change based on information from the Department of Education.  

 
This closure is not in response to any confirmed or presumptive case of COVID-19 within the MPS 

community. Yet, we know measures such as social distancing will help flatten the curve and slow the 
spread of the virus. We recognize closing schools will create challenges for our families and we will work 

to put these plans in place with care for our school community and also a commitment to social 

responsibility. 
 

As we move toward a distance learning model, there are a few things we would like you to know. On our 

website and on Olson’s Facebook page are activities and links for student learning activities through April 
6. Students also received this information on Friday and will receive the information again this Monday. 

Please know these activities are not all-encompassing and we recognized you may have many additional 
questions. We strongly encourage our community members to routinely check Olson’s website, follow 

Olson’s Facebook and listen for phone calls from MPS and Olson.  

 
To be prepared for students to engage in e-learning, please be sure your scholar has their MPS Username 

and Password. If they don’t know their Username and password, please email their advisory teacher. I f 

you don’t have access to the internet, MPS will have learning packets located at the district’s food pickup 
sites.  

 

During learn at home days, it can be very helpful for children to keep a set schedule for their learning.  
Each family will decide what works best for their situation, but if possible have your scholar begin 

learning activities at the same set time each morning and work to a set time in the afternoon.  It can also be 
very useful for students to talk with others about their learning.  You might ask them to explain to you 

what they are learning.  You might have them read to or even teach a sibling.  Usually, the more regular 

and interactive the learning time is, the better it will be for our scholars.  
 

Thank you for entrusting Olson with your scholar’s educational needs, 

 
 

Domonique Gilmer  
Assistant Principal 

**Please note that March 27-April 5 is spring break, staff will not be working.** 
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