
Olson Middle School Newsletter!
February 5th, 2021

Hello, Olson families and welcome to 3rd quarter! This is also our 3rd family newsletter of 2021. We
are excited that it’s Black History Month and our teachers have lots of great learning planned to
celebrate. Below, we’ve included links that you may find helpful throughout the year.

● Olson website and Facebook page: olson.mpls.k12.mn.us / facebook.com/mps.olson
● MPS website and Facebook page: mpls.k12.mn.us / facebook.com/minneapolis.schools

Family Conferences:
We will be holding virtual conferences on Tuesday, February 16th from 8 am - 8 pm.
There will be no school for students on Monday, February 15th - Presidents Day - or the
16th. Your student’s Advisory teacher will be contacting you next week to set up a
conference time via Google Meet or phone.  If you are not available on the 16th, you can
discuss a di�ferent time and date with the teacher. You can also let them know if you
would like an interpreter. Finally, please make sure your student attends the conference with you! It is a great
opportunity for them to share their progress.

Team 6:
Team 6 is always learning! As a reminder, Fridays are Flex Fridays. We have whole-grade Advisory from 9:30-9:50 and
our 5 Core classes. Classes are shorter on Fridays than other days, and the schedule can be found here. Students do not
have an Explore class session on Friday but need to check the Google Classroom page for any updates from their
teacher. They can use Friday a�ternoons to get caught up on any missing or incomplete work, practice Woot Math,
read independently, or use Lexia Power Up.

Math with Mr. Kennedy - In 6th Grade Math, we continue to learn about fractions on the Woot Math app. We are
currently studying multiplying fractions so we can find the area and perimeter of Geometric shapes.

Language and Literature with Mr. Johnson - Students are wrapping up the Mythology and Storytelling unit. They are
about to start a unit on Journalism and Research which will focus on critically thinking about people and events.

Individuals and Societies with Mr. Lash - In Minnesota Studies we have started our introduction to Black History
Month. We are doing so by first answering the question referring to the compelling why. We will move into the
recognition of those who are considered the foundation of Black History Month in the past and look towards those
who are considered to be in the Forefront as we move forward.

Science with Ms. Shaheen - We are starting Quarter 3 Science class by learning about viruses and vaccines. At the start
of the quarter scientists shared what they already know about viruses and shared what questions they want
answered by the end of the unit.

https://olson.mpls.k12.mn.us/
https://www.facebook.com/mps.olson
http://mpls.k12.mn.us/
https://www.facebook.com/minneapolis.schools/?rf=112759962071255
https://olson.mpls.k12.mn.us/schedules


Health by Design 6 with Ms. Engel - 6th grade students are studying body systems in health class.  For the final
project, students will choose a body system they want to study more in depth.  Students will create a wearable body
system with materials they have around the house. For example, students might choose to draw the respiratory
system on a t-shirt or draw the bones of the arm on a cardboard box.  The challenge is to make their project
"wearable."   Students will also label the parts of the body system and include a written paragraph about how the
system functions.  I am looking forward to seeing all the creative projects!

Team 7:
Team 7 is starting Quarter 3 strong!

Individuals and Societies with Mr. Dunkelberger - Students finished The Watsons Go to Birmingham last week, and this
week are starting Tears of a Tiger. They are doing an incredible job of building their critical reading and re�lection skills!

Science with Ms. Mobosi-Enwesi - 7th grade Scientists are learning about states of matter and their physical and
chemical changes and reactions.

Math with Mr. Snabes -7th grade Mathematicians are learning about reciprocal fractions and how they are used in
dividing fractions.

Language and Literature with Ms. Frasz - Students are continuing to read A Raisin in the Sun and are working on the
important skill of characterization.

Team 8:
Team 8 is great! A reminder from Ms. G that families need to complete their high school request form by this Sunday,
February 7th, if their student is planning to attend a school other than their community school. Additionally,
applications for the Step Up internship program are due by Monday, February 15th.

Language & Literature 8 with Ms. Adams - Students are reading The Outsiders and learning about in�luential Black
Americans to celebrate Black History Month.

Individuals & Societies 8 with Mr. Steve - Students are discussing world religions, and are studying the origins,
significant figures, holidays, and sacred texts.

Math 8 with Ms. Terry - Students are finding the slope of a line using a graph.

Science 8 with Ms. Albitz - Students are learning about di�ferent types of graphs, as well as variables (independent
and dependent).

Language Acquisition/Spanish 8 with Ms. Marta - Students are learning about Afro-Latinos and the verb "to be" in
Spanish.

https://exploremps.org/mps_enrollment_process
https://www.achievempls.org/become-stepup-intern


Explore  updates:

● Art with Mr. Hodge - In art class, we are writing “Six Word Stories” about ourselves, and later next week we will
make thoughtful illustrations to go with them.  It’s a good way to learn from each other.

● Performing Arts/Music with Ms. Capistrant - Students are exploring Soundtrap and learning to create their
own music on this new platform.  Music class provides the tools to COMPOSE.  Our learning targets are:
Understand FORM, Identify KEY, Read RHYTHM, Find NOTES, Recognize DYNAMICS, Learn TEMPO, Translate
MUSICAL SYMBOLS and Recognize MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS so that we can COMPOSE OUR OWN SONG.
Check out brilliant work by Olson musicians at this link!

Learning Works!
Learning Works is an awesome summer and school-year program that has students
from middle schools across MPS engaging in fun and challenging courses. It is held at
the Blake School for several weeks during the summer and 1 Saturday per month
during the school year. Usually students apply during their 6th grade year and
participate through 8th grade - with opportunities to continue in high school - but this year the program is accepting
7th graders as well. It is completely free and includes transportation and snacks/meals (when the program is
in-person). There is a great video for prospective students and prospective families.

6th and 7th grade students have heard about Learning Works in their social studies classes. Here is the link to apply. If
you have questions, please encourage your students to talk to Mr. Lash or Mr. Dunkelberger, or e-mail
laura.henry@mpls.k12.mn.us

Meal boxes!
MPS meal box pick-up sites were closed yesterday and today as elementary schools prepared for students’ return next
week. Starting on Monday, there will be 15 pick-up sites across the city, including Olson! Other sites on the North
Side include North High School, Nellie Stone Johnson, and Patrick Henry High School. They are open to all families in
Minneapolis with children 18 and under. The sites will be open Monday - Friday from 11 am - 3 pm. Instead of o�fering
separate meal and snack boxes, they will be o�fering one food box with a week’s worth of nutritious, convenient
breakfast and lunch items. At Olson, the site will be located on the south side of the school, in the Creekview parking
lot. Please visit this website for more information and resources, or call 612-668-2820.

Gathered Voices
Please join MPS American Indian Education and O�fice of Engagement & External Relations for “Gathered Voices”
every Monday morning at 10 AM.  This space will be for students, families and community members to come
together to start each week o�f with a virtual smudge and an opportunity to share reminders and announcements for
the upcoming week. Here is the meeting information/links.

Thanks for reading, and be on the lookout for our next newsletter on Friday, February 19th!

https://olson.mpls.k12.mn.us/spooky_soundtrap_songs_-_music.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCukq_I9ttc
https://www.blakeschool.org/page.cfm?p=728
https://breakthrough.tfaforms.net/306478
https://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/smb_locations.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-3u4rjUWtjHmHeM5V6Cp1DYVEVOdUUuVxzZWSl9YZmY/edit?fbclid=IwAR1rtq22Ebmud6FlIBgdMlhl50MSIAQSeeNyssMOd66rhrVfklmvcKS85Hs

